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"Express Mail" mailing label number: ELI 5 1 887905US 
DATE OF DEPOSIT: January 10, 1 999 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R. §1. 10 on the date indicated 
above and is addressed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Box Patent Application 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



as. 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



Please amend the above-captioned application as follows: 



In the Claims: 



Please amend the claims as follows: 



4. (amended) Method according to [any of claims 1 to 3] claim 1 , [characterized in that] wherein 
the layer [(23)] of silicon oxide deposited in the trenches [(26)] is densified directly after 
depositing said layer, before flattening it, . 
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Schiavone et al. 



It is believed that no fees are due in connection with the filing of this Preliminary 
Amendment. However, if any fees are due, the Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
deduct said fees from Conley, Rose & Tayon Deposit Account No. 03-2769/5040-02301/EBM. 



CONLEY, ROSE & TAYON, P.C. 

P.O. BOX 398 

AUSTIN, TX 78767-0398 

(512) 703-1254 (voice) 

(512) 703-1250 (facsimile) 



Respectfully submitted, 




Mark R. DeLuca 
Reg. No. 44,649 
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